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Official Index to State Legislation. A Cumulative Numerical and Subject 
Index and a Complete Record of all Bills Introduced in all State Legis- 
latures. Compiled and Published for the Co-operating State Libraries 
and Legislative Reference Departments, under the Direction of the 
Joint Committee on National Legislative Information Service of the 
National Association of State Libraries and the American Association 
of Law Libraries. New York: Law Reporting Company, 1915. 

The bound volume of the Official Index to State Legislation for 1915, 
gives in concrete form a tool that has long been desired, not only by the 
legal profession, but also by all those who are laboring in the fields of social 
work, or have to do with new problems in legislation. 

The first step toward this work was the founding of Legislative Refer- 
ence Departments in some of the states. Prior to the founding of these 
state bureaus, the libraries were asked to take up the work, but it was found 
to be far too large a proposition to be handled by a library staff, and far 
too expensive to be taken up by libraries as a separate piece of work. The 
solution of the problem by the creation of State Reference Bureaus, and by 
extending the service to all libraries that desire it, by means of the index, 
seems a happy one. 

The bound volume is only the concrete evidence and the accumulated 
result of the work done throughout the year. Every week the subscribers 
receive weekly supplements, recording the legislative activity of all the 
state legislatures, and showing the exact status of each bill that has been 
introduced in any legislature. Each bill is given, its subject, the number and 
date of bill, by whom it was introduced and the progress it has made. Thus 
any person interested in any sort of legislation may know just what is 
being done at any period of time during the entire year. The value of the 
work will be apparent at once to any one who has to find out about current 
legislation, and who has found it impossible to secure such information 
without arduous labor. 

The cumulative volume is immensely valuable because of its subject 
index, which classifies all the legislation for the year under appropriate 
heads; the legislation for each state is given separately, so that finding what 
legislation has passed in any state is a very simple matter in spite of the 
immense mass which has to be indexed under certain subjects. 

The gathering of all this matter is an enormous work, and necessarily 
an expensive work; yet it seems that the Index is an absolutely necessary 
tool for the worker in legislative fields. 

Mr. Godard, one of the joint committee for the work, has labored long 

and ardently to make such a work possible ; his associates on the committee 

are all well known and most able members of the National Associations of 

State and Law Libraries. Their names alone are a sufficient guarantee of 

the conscientious thoroughness and value of any work which may be done 

under their direction. 

M. C. K. 



